
Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife, the Duchess o f  Hohenberg, on 28 June, 1914, in  Sarajevo 

At the beginning o f  1914, there hadn't been a war involving all the major European 
powers for almost a century, since Napoleon's defeat at Waterloo. But the recent 
economic and political growth o f  Germany and the emergence o f  a unified Italy had 
made the traditional powers nervous. France sought an ally and found one in Russia. 
Britain, protected by the sea and its navy, followed a policy o f  "splendid isolation," 
but meanwhile negotiated an entente cordiale, or "friendly understanding," with 
France and, consequently, Russia, an agreement that became known as the Triple 
Entente. Inresponse, Germany struck a "Triple Alliance" with Austria-Hungary and 
Italy. Thus, while Europe was technically at peace, it was in reality divided into rival 
camps, both primed for war. 
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TWO BULLETS 
THAT LED T O  NINE 
MILLION DEATHS 
T H E  A S S A S S I N A T I O N  O F  
A R C H D U K E  F R A N Z  F E R D I N A N D  

S uddeniy, startlingly, the open car veered round  the corner and  
screeched to a halt, right i n  front o f  him. I n  the rear  seat, less 
than five feet away, sat the he i r  to  the throne o f  Austria-Hungary 

Archduke Franz Ferdinand, resplendent i n  his gold-braided uniform 
and gilt-trimmed helmet, and  his wife, the Duchess o f  Hohenberg, 

j smiling under  a wide-brimmed hat and  veil. She was holding the 
•v archduke's hand .  
t The  thin,  spidery youth with the piercing black eyes had fired the  
{ Browning pistol only once before, i n  an impromptu target practice, 
]: and  missed with almost half  his shots. This time, however, his aim wa; 
•> true. T h e  first bullet caught the archduke i n  the throat, pitching h i m  
<; forward into his wife's lap. "In God's name, what is happening t o  
j you?" she cried, before a second bullet struck he r  i n  the abdomen. 
> "Sopherl! Sopherl! Don't  die! Stay alive for  the children!" onlookers 
i heard the archduke cry, using his pet name for  the duchess. But the 

duchess, too, collapsed, and  before either could receive medical 
; attention, the royal couple had bled to death. 

Swinging their  sabers, horrified officers f rom the royal entourag< 
knocked the young man  to  the ground and wrestled away his pistol. 
Spectators piled o n  top, pinning h im  down. The  struggling prisoner 
somehow managed to  pull a cyanide pill f rom his pocket and  force it  
into his mouth, only to regurgitate i t  seconds later. 
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T h e r e  was n o  chance  o f  escape, b u t ,  b u r i e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  p i l e  o f  
bodies ,  Gavri lo  P r i n c i p  felt n o t h i n g  b u t  satisfaction. H e  a n d  h i s  c o 
conspi ra tors ,  a mot ley  crew o f  s tuden t s  a n d  misfi ts ,  h a d  s t ruck  a b low 
f o r  t h e i r  be loved  cause—the c rea t ion  o f  a G r e a t e r  Serbia .  Li t t le  d i d  t h e y  
realize t h a t  t h e  two shots  t h a t  h a d  j u s t  e c h o e d  d o w n  t h e  quay, o n  t h i s  
day o f  J u n e  2 8 ,  I9I4> in- Sarajevo, Bosnia ,  .would b e  t h e  first i n  a c o n 
f lagrat ion t h a t  w o u l d  e n g u l f  all  E u r o p e  a n d  cost  n i n e  m i l l i o n  lives. 

A S Y M B O L  O F  O P P R E S S I O N  
I t  h a d  n e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  t h e  p lo t te rs  t h a t  t h e  assassinat ion m i g h t  have 
"ser ious  consequences ,"  o n e  o f  Pr inc ip ' s  fel low consp i r a to r s  s a id  la te r .  
H e  n e v e r  w o u l d  have t a k e n  pa r t ,  h e  ins is ted ,  i f  h e  h a d  k n o w n  i t  w o u l d  
" lead t o  a wor ld  war." I n d e e d ,  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  a lmos t  farcical b a n d  o f  
you th fu l  assassins seems t o  have given t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e i r  ac t ions  m u c h  
t hough t .  D a n i l o  Hie, o ldes t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  a t  twenty- four ,  h a d  repeatedly  
asked, " B u t  wha t  will i t  accompl i sh?"  T h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  were  s imply  
m a k i n g  a poli t ical  s t a t emen t  whi le  s t r ik ing  a b l o w  against  o p p r e s s i o n .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  g r o u p  k n e w  l i t t l e  a b o u t  t h e i r  target .  B u t  as t h e  h e a d  
o f  t h e  H a p s b u r g  E m p i r e ,  t h e  a r c h d u k e  was t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  
A u s t r i a n  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  B o s n i a n  Se rbs .  A n d  t h a t  m a d e  h i m  f a i r  g a m e .  
T h e  Se rbs  h a d  su f fe red  cen tu r i e s  o f  f o r e i g n  d o m i n a t i o n ,  b e g i n n i n g  
w i t h  t h e i r  h u m i l i a t i n g  defea t  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  i n v a d i n g  T u r k i s h  a r m i e s  
a t  t h e  ba t t l e  o f  Kosovo  i n  1389* U n d e r  t h e  O t t o m a n  Turks ,  C h r i s t i a n  
O r t h o d o x  Se rbs  were  p u s h e d  i n t o  t h e  m o s t  m o u n t a i n o u s ,  ma rgina l  
l ands  o f  t h e  Balkan Pen in su l a .  T h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f igh t  f o r  t h e i r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  however,  a n d  i n  t h e  early 1 8 0 0 s  they  f inal ly  m a n a g e d  
t o  t h r o w  o f f  T u r k i s h  r u l e  a n d  es tabl ish  t h e i r  o w n  monarchy ,  w h i c h  was 
r ecogn ized  b y  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  1 8 7 8 .  

B u t  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a m i l l i o n  O r t h o d o x  Se rbs  r e m a i n e d  o u t s i d e  
t h i s  s tate ,  i n  t h e  p rov inces  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  Herzegov ina ,  w h e r e  t h e y  
w e r e  n o m i n a l l y  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  r u l e  b u t  g o v e r n e d  b y  t h e  H a p s b u r g s  o f  
C a t h o l i c  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y .  W h e n  t h e  T u r k i s h  e m p i r e  f ina l ly  b e g a n  t o  
col lapse  i n  t h e  ear ly  years  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n s  
s imp ly  an n ex e d  t h e  largely Slavic p rov inces .  S e r b s  everywhere w e r e  
e n r a g e d  b y  t h e  " thef t , "  wh ich ,  t h e y  cha rged ,  un jus t i f i ab ly  m a d e  
"slaves" o f  t h e  B o s n i a n  S e r b s .  
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P r i n c i p  k n e w  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  su f f e r ing  o f  t h e  B o s n i a n  S e r b s  
a l l  t o o  well. H e  h a d  b e e n  b o r n  i n t o  a p o o r  fami ly  o f  kmets, peasan t s  
w h o  l ived i n  a two- room,  hove l  w i t h  a smoke  h o l e  i n  t h e  r o o f .  T h e  
family l abor ious ly  t i l l ed  a t iny, f o u r - a c r e  p l o t  o f  scruffy  l a n d  i n  t h e  
K r a j i n a ,  t h e  m o s t  i m p o v e r i s h e d  r e g i o n  o f  Bosn ia .  T h e y  were  n o t  
al lowed t o  o w n  l a n d  a n d  were  f o r c e d  t o  p a y  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  cash  
va lue  o f  t h e i r  m e a g e r  c r o p s  t o  a l a n d l o r d ,  usual ly  a M u s l i m .  T o  p a y  
t h e  d e b t  a n d  f e e d  h i s  family, P e t a r  P r i n c i p ,  Gavri lo 's  fa ther ,  was forc< 
t o  de l iver  m a i l  a n d  o p e r a t e  a r ickety t r a n s p o r t  service over  t h e  m o u n  
ta ins ,  whi le  h i s  wife  t e n d e d  t h e  f ie lds .  

"Gavro"  was o n e  o f  t e n  c h i l d r e n ,  six o f  w h o m  d i e d  i n  infancy.  
H e  grew u p  u n d e r s i z e d  a n d  f ra i l ,  a n d  was b u l l i e d  b y  p e e r s  a n d  s c h o o  
mates .  T o  escape t h e i r  t aun t s ,  Gavr i lo  t u r n e d  t o  books .  B o s n i a  was 
n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  i l l i terate ,  b u t  h e  b e c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  m e m b e r  o f  h i s  fami] 
t o  r e a d  a n d  wr i t e .  "Books  w e r e  m y  l i fe ,"  h e  was t o  recal l  la te r .  H e  
i m m e r s e d  h i m s e l f  i n  epics  o f  S e r b i a n  history,  w e e p i n g  o v e r  t h e  tragii  
de f ea t  a t  Kosovo  a n d  swear ing  t o  h i m s e l f  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  take  u p  a r m s  
f o r  t h e  cause o f  a u n i t e d  S e r b i a .  

T H I S  G U N  F O R  H I R E  
Assass ina t ion  h a d  b e c o m e  a f avo red  f o r m  o f  pol i t ica l  p r o t e s t  i n  t h e  
la te  1 8 0 0 s  a n d  ear ly  1 9 0 0 s .  F o u r  kings,  t h r e e  A m e r i c a n  p r e s i d e n t s ,  
t h e  E m p r e s s  o f  Aus t r i a ,  two m o n a r c h i c a l  h e i r s ,  a n d  assor ted  dukes ,  
b a r o n s ,  gove rno r s ,  legislators,  a n d  o t h e r  po l i t i ca l  f igures  h a d  b e e n  
g u n n e d  d o w n  o r  s t a b b e d  t o  d e a t h  b y  1911. T h e  K i n g  o f  S e r b i a  d i e d  i: 
a grisly 1 9 0 3  massacre  i n  w h i c h  h e ,  t h e  q u e e n ,  a n d  h e r  two b r o t h e r s  
w e r e  s h o t  a n d  t h e n  t h r o w n  o u t  o f  pa lace  windows.  T h e  e s t r anged  wif 
o f  H a p s b u r g  E m p e r o r  F r a n z  J o s e f ,  E l i s abe th  o f  Bavaria,  was s t a b b e d  
t o  d e a t h  b y  a n  a n a r c h i s t  i n  G e n e v a  i n  1 8 9 8 .  T h a t  these  assassinations 
s e e m e d  t o  c h a n g e  l i t t le  d i d  n o t  decrease  t h e i r  popu la r i ty .  

"While P r i n c i p  was i n  s choo l  i n  1911, a fellow s tuden t ,  B o g d a n  
Zerajic,  f i r e d  f o u r  s h o t s  a t  t h e  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  g o v e r n o r  o f  B o s n i a  
H e  missed,  a n d  u s e d  h i s  last b u l l e t  t o  s h o o t  h imsel f .  O t h e r s  r id icu led  
h i m  as a n  i m p e t u o u s  schoolboy a n d  a b l u n d e r i n g  fool .  B u t  n o t  Pr inci  
H e  saw Zera j ic  as a h e r o ,  a m a r t y r  t o  t h e  S e r b i a n  cause, a n d  h e  t o o k  a 
vow a t  Zerajic 's graveside t o  fol low i n  t h e  y o u n g  man ' s  foots teps .  
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A s  a f i r s t  s tep,  P r i n c i p  m o v e d  
t o  Be lgrade  i n  1913 t o  f u r t h e r  h i s  
educa t i on .  A t  t h e  t i m e ,  i n s p i r e d  b y  
events  i n  Russia ,  all  o f  E u r o p e  was 
i n  r evo lu t iona ry  f e r m e n t .  Radical  
pa r t i e s  i n  F r a n c e  a n d  G e r m a n y  
were  f lexing t h e i r  muscles .  I n  
t h e  Balkans,  Groa t s ,  Slovenes ,  
a n d  Mus l ims ,  as well as Se rbs ,  
were  ag i ta t ing  f o r  f r e e d o m  f r o m  
H a p s b u r g  r u l e .  C r i e s  w e n t  u p  
f o r  a u n i o n  o f  a l l  s o u t h e r n  Slavs 
i n  a s ingle  c o u n t r y '  t o  b e  cal led 
Yugoslavia. Be lgrade  was a h o t b e d  

Gavrilo Princip in jail awaiting trial o f  r evo lu t iona ry  fervor .  P r i n c i p  
was b y  n o w  r e a d i n g  a n d  soaking  . 

u p  t h e  teachings  o f  t h e  Russ ian  anarchis ts ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  t hose  o f  P e t e r  
Alekseyevich K r o p o t k i n ,  a n  advocate o f  t h e  u s e  o f  tyrannic ide—the 
k i l l ing  o f  a n  u n j u s t  ru ler—to l ibera te  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e .  H e  b e g a n  t o  
f r e q u e n t  a c h e a p  cafe, t h e  G r e e n  G a r l a n d ,  w h e r e  h o t h e a d e d  y o u n g  
m e n  ga the r ed  n igh t ly  over  coffee a n d  p o w e r f u l  p l u m  b r a n d y  t o  a r g u e  
pol i t ics  f a r  i n t o  t h e  n i g h t .  T h e r e  was m u c h  ta lk  o f  v io lence  as t h e  o n l y  
p laus ib le  r o u t e  t o  advance  S e r b i a n  causes. " H i s t o r y  moves  t o o  slowly," 
o n e  ag i t a to r  shou t ed .  " I t  n e e d s  a p u s h ! "  

Secre t  societies t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  p u s h  were  f o r m i n g  o n  b o t h  
sides o f  t h e  b o r d e r .  I n  Sarajevo, a g r o u p  cal l ing i t se l f  Y o u n g  B o s n i a  
a n n o u n c e d  i t s  goa l  as " t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  S e r b d o m "  b y  "all  m e a n s  
available." I n  Belgrade ,  a g r o u p  n a m e d  N o r o d n a  O b r a n d a  e n r o l l e d  
n e a r l y  5> OOO m e m b e r s  a n d  cal led f o r  fo rc ib le  a c t i o n  t o  o v e r t u r n  t h e  
A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  Herzegovina .  U n d e r  
p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  S e r b i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i t  subsequen t ly  r e n o u n c e d  
v io lence  a n d  r e - f o r m e d  as a cu l tu r a l  society. B u t  a breakaway g r o u p  
call ing i t se l f  U n i o n  o r  D e a t h ,  a n d  k n o w n  t o  i ts  e n e m i e s  as t h e  Black 
H a n d ,  was f o u n d e d  b y  a c o l o n e l  i n  S e r b i a n  a r m y  inte l l igence—one 
o f  t h e  off icers  w h o  h a d  l e d  t h e  a t tack  o n  t h e  S e r b i a n  k i n g  i n  1 9 0 3 .  
Its 2 , 5 0 0  m e m b e r s ,  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  cells o f  b e t w e e n  t h r e e  a n d  five 
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peop le ,  p l e d g e d  t o  u p h o l d  t h e  goals o f  " t e r r o r i s t  ac t ion ,"  as o p p o s e d  
t o  " in te l lec tua l  p r o p a g a n d a , "  a n d  t o  in f i l t r a t e  o t h e r  o rgan iza t ions .  

P r i n c i p  was n o t  a b o r n  consp i r a to r .  H e  was a t ee to ta le r  a n d  a 
l o n e r  w h o  l e d  a n  a lmos t  m o n a s t i c  l i fe .  I n  t h e  cafes, h e  avo ided  t h e  
p l u m  brandy ,  s i p p e d  o n l y  water,  a n d  t o o k  l i t t le  p a r t  i n  t h e  discuss ion 
" I  was n o t  i n  g e n e r a l  g i f ted  as a talker ,"  h e  was t o  say l a t e r  t o  a psychi; 
t r i s t  w h o  e x a m i n e d  h i m  i n  p r i s o n .  " I  was always a r e a d e r  a n d  always 
a lone ,  n o t  o f t e n  engag ing  i n  debates ."  B u t  h e  l i s t ened  i n t e n t l y  t o  t h e  
o the r s '  a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  te r ror i s t s '  w o r d s  c o n v i n c e d  h i m .  Vio lence  
was t h e  o n l y  answer. S o m e o n e  h a d  t o  s tr ike a fatal  blow—and r i g h t  a t  
t h e  h e a r t  o f  A u s t r i a n  p o w e r .  

T h e n  f i f ty -year -o ld  A r c h d u k e  F r a n z  F e r d i n a n d  wasn' t  ye t  t h e  
official  r u l e r  o f  Aus t r i a -Hunga ry ,  a n d  wou ldn ' t  a scend  t h e  i m p e r i a l  
t h r o n e  u n t i l  h i s  e igh ty - th ree -yea r -o ld  unc le ,  F r a n z  Jo se f ,  passed  away 
H e  was, i n  reality, sympathet ic  t o  Slav aspirations—his wife, i n d e e d ,  wi 
a Slav (specifically, a Czech)—and h e  h a d  advanced  t h e  i d e a  o f  a t h r e e -
p r o n g e d  monarchy ,  u n d e r  wh ich  t h e  empi re ' s  Slavic subjects w o u l d  b e  
given equali ty w i t h  A u s t r i a n s  a n d  H u n g a r i a n s .  Serbs,  however, viewed 
tViis unfavorably,  bel ieving i t  w o u l d  o n l y  e n d  t h e i r  d r e a m  o f  a u n i t e d  
Serbia .  Moreover ,  P r i n c i p  h a d  conv inced  h i m s e l f  t h a t  t h e  a r c h d u k e  
wie lded  a m a l i g n  i n f l u e n c e  a t  t h e  royal  c o u r t  against  t h e  Slavs. 

P r i n c i p  d e c i d e d  h e  m u s t  assassinate F r a n z  F e r d i n a n d .  

O N E  H O U R  O F  B A D , P R A C T I C E  
P r i n c i p  real ized,  however,  t h a t  h e  n e e d e d  co l labora tors .  H e  s h a r e d  h 
Be lgrade  r o o m  w i t h  a n o t h e r  r ebe l l ious  y o u n g  B o s n i a n ,  e ighteen-yea:  
o l d  T r i f k o  Grabez ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  expel led f r o m  schoo l  a n d  j a i l e d  i n  
Sarajevo f o r  assaul t ing a p r o f e s s o r  i n  a pol i t ica l  a r g u m e n t .  W h e n  h i s  
f r i e n d  c o n f i d e d  h i s  d r e a m  o f  assass inat ion,  Grabez ,  th i r s ty  f o r  r e v e n  
o n  au thor i ty ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  ag r eed  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e .  

I n  February  1914, t h e  teenagers  r e a d  i n  a newspaper  t h a t  Archduk* 
Franz  Fe rd inand ,  as i n spec to r  genera l  o f  t h e  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  forces 
w o u l d  c o m e  t o  Bosn ia  o n  J u n e  2 8  t o  observe a r m y  maneuvers .  W h e t h e  
anyone  i n  t h e  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  admin i s t r a t i on  real ized i t  o r  n o t ,  i t  v 
a provocative choice o f  day: J u n e  2 8  was t h e  anniversary o f  t h e  bat t le  o: 
Kosovo.  F o r  P r inc ip ,  i t  was a n  obvious o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a symbolic act .  
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Princip recruited Nedjelko Cabrinovic, another Bosnian, whomhe 
considered his best friend i n  Belgrade, and an old friend i n  Sarajevo, 
Danilo Ilic. Princip wrote to Hie, urging  him to locate three more vol
unteers and said he would arrive in Sarajevo in May, bringing guns  and 
bombs. He failed to mention certain impediments, however: none o f  
the conspirators had access to guns or bombs, or had money to buy 
them, and none had ever held a gun, let alone fired one. 

Despite this, Princip persevered p̂.d managed to make contact 
with a former Serbian guerilla leader and, through him, with Dragutin 
Dimitrijevic, a Serbian intelligence officer and then leader o f  the 
Black Hand. Soon, he took delivery o f  four Browning pistols—each 
loaded with eight cartridges—reserve ammunition, six bombs filled 
with nails and bits o f  lead, plus a supply o f  cyanide. Also in the 
package were instructions on how to use the bombs: "unScrew the cap, 
knock the bomb against something hard, count three, throw the bomb, 
then wait ten to thirteen seconds for the explosion." The -untrained 
would-be killers were given one hour's pistol instruction and target 
practice i n  a nearby forest. 

W E L C O M I N G  T H E  A R C H D U K E  
Sunday, June 28, I9I4» was to be a banner day i n  Sarajevo. The 
archduke's visit was to be brief, but ceremonial. He would spend June 
26 and 27 watching military maneuvers. H i e  next day he would be 
joined by his wife, and the two would travel i n  a slow, seven-car 
motorcade four miles along the quay to the town hall. There would 
be speeches and welcomes and then the motorcade would proceed 
through the narrow streets adorned with the yellow-and-biack double-
eagle imperial banner to the new museum, which the archduke would 
dedicate. A grand lunch would follow, after which the royal couple 
would depart for Vienna. 

Princip learned o f  the archduke's exact schedule only a few days 
before the visit. O n  the night o f  June I?7> he called a meeting o f  the 
conspirators in a cafe garden to draw up the final plans, issue guns, 
bombs, and cyanide capsules, and meet the new accomplices.  Tlir ka«3 
recruited two schoolboys, seventeen-year-old Vaso Cubrilovic and 
eighteen-year-old C\jetko Popovic, as well as Muhamed Mehmedbasic, 

16 

C H A P  T E R O N E  

-A-. 

SOPHIE: A LOVE STO^ 
ranz Ferdinand dearly loved his wife Sophie, but few others did in the snooty 
imperial household. After all, she was a mere countess, not of royal blood, and a 

Slav at that. Emperor Franz Josef permitted their marriage only on condition that it 
were morganatic—their children would never have rights to the throne, Sophie COL 
not become queen, andin royal protocol she had to be grouped with the other, less 
nobles. Sarajevo was a rare chance for them'to appear together proudly, since the 
archduke was appearing as a military commander, not a royal personage. June 28 
was also a day for personal celebration as it was their wedding anniversary. 

They died holding hands. 
Even in death, the court could not accept the archduke's wife. As a mere 

countess, she-was not permitted to have a state funeral, and her coffin was not 
allowed in the archduke's cortege; Nor could she be interred in the Hapsburg.royal 
c?ypt, for that, it was said, would defile the monarchy. 

In the end, the archduke and his "beloved Sophie were entombed side by side,; 
their country home, just as Franz Ferdinand had requested. 

- d -

twenty-seven, a Muslim carpenter who claimed to have once attempted 
assassinate the Austro-Hungarian military commander Oskar Potiorek 

Princip and Grabez had concluded that the best place for an 
ambush would be along the four-mile motorcade route. The archdu. 
would be too well guarded at the railway station, the town hall, and t) 
castle outside Sarajevo where he and his wife would be staying over
night. T h e  slow motorcade would allow for a more accurate gunshot 
or throw o f  a bomb. 

Princip decided that the conspirators would be posted about thir 
yards apart. H e  gave guns to the two youngest recruits, Cubrilovic anc 
Popovic, and to Grabez, keeping the fourth for himself. He issued a 
bomb to each man with instructions to conceal it under his coat, and 
divided the cyanide into six packets. Then Grabez, Ilic, and Princip 
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w e n t  t o  a cafe, whe re  P r inc ip ,  uncharacteristically,  toas ted  t h e  success 
o f  t h e i r  en t e rp r i s e  w i t h  a glass o f  wine,  swallowed i n  a g u l p .  

N e x t  m o r n i n g ,  a l l  w e r e  a t  t h e i r  a p p o i n t e d  s ta t ions ,  sweat ing 
i n  d a r k  sui ts  o r  heavy c lo thes  t h a t  were  w o r n  t o  concea l  t h e  b o m b s ,  
b u t  t h a t  also, o n  th i s  muggy  day, d r e w  quizzical  looks  f r o m  bys tanders .  
M e h m e d b a s i c  was f i r s t  i n  l i n e  as t h e  m o t o r c a d e  p r o c e e d e d  u p  t h e  
quay, b u t  h e  m e r e l y  watched  i t  g o  b y  a n d  le f t  h i s  b o m b  u n t o u c h e d .  
T h e  y o u t h f u l  Cubr i lov ic  fol lowed h i s  example :  " W h e n  I saw t h e  
a rchduke ,  I c o u l d  n o t  b r i n g  myse l f  t o  ki l l  h i m , "  h e  s a id  la te r .  

Cabr inov ic ,  n e x t  i n  l i ne ,  was cooler .  " W h i c h  is  t h e  a rchduke ' s  • 
c a r ? "  h e  asked a po l i ce  g u a r d .  " T h e  t h i r d  o n e , "  t h e  h e l p f u l  g u a r d  
r ep l i ed .  W h e r e u p o n  Gabr inov ic  t o o k  o u t  h i s  b o m b ,  r a p p e d  i t  agains t  
a t ramway s ign  t o  re lease t h e  safety cap,  a n d  a i m e d  i t  d i rect ly  a t  t h e  
a r chduke .  I t  m i s s e d  h i m  b y  inches ,  b o u n c i n g  o f f  t h e  c a r  i n t o  t h e  s t ree t  
a n d  e x p l o d i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  n e x t  car ;  o n e  g u a r d  was h u r t  a n d  t a k e n  
t o  hosp i ta l .  Cabr inov ic ,  w h o  h a d  n o t  b e e n  t r u s t e d  w i t h  a g u n ,  t r i e d  
t o  swallow h i s  cyanide  capsule  b u t  sp i l led  m o s t  o f  i t .  W i t h  a b o u n d ,  
h e  l e a p e d  over  a f ence  a n d  dove  i n t o  t h e  Mil jacka River,  which ,  h o w 
ever, was less t h a n  t h r e e  fee t  d e e p .  H e  was t h e n  c a p t u r e d  easily b y  
pol ice .  " W h o  a r e  y o u ? "  a p o l i c e m a n  asked.  " I  a m  a S e r b i a n  h e r o , "  
Gabr inov ic  sa id  p r o u d l y .  

T h e  a r c h d u k e  ins i s t ed  t h a t  t h e y  h a l t  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n  as s o o n  as t h e  
car  c o u l d  safely s top  t o  see i f  a n y o n e  h a d  b e e n  ser iously i n j u r e d .  T h a t  
b r o u g h t  h i m  i n  f r o n t  o f  P r i n c i p ,  b u t  because  o f  h i s  s h o r t  s t a tu re  t h e  
w o u l d - b e  assassin c o u l d  n o t  see over  t h e  o t h e r  o n l o o k e r s  a n d  h a d  n o  
f i e ld  o f  f i r e .  B y  t h e  t i m e  h e  was able  t o  wriggle t h r o u g h  t h e  crowd,  
t h e  p r o c e s s i o n  h a d  m o v e d  o n .  

B u t  h a l f  a n  h o u r  l a t e r  t h e  cars c a m e  b a c k  d o w n  t h e  q u a y  a t  h i g h  
speed ,  pa s s ing  a s u r p r i s e d  Grabez ,  w h o  h a d  n o  t i m e  t o  react ,  a n d  t h e  
a rchduke ' s  d r i v e r  m a d e  t h e  w r o n g  t u r n  t h a t  w o u l d  b r i n g  h i m  t o  a 
f i n a l  r endezvous  w i t h  P r inc ip—and  d e a t h .  

T H E  T A L K A T I V E  C O N S P I R A T O R  
I n  p r i s o n ,  C a b r i n o v i c  disclosed n a m e s  a n d  detai ls  o f  t h e  p l o t ,  pa r t ly  
a t  P r inc ip ' s  u r g i n g .  Police h a d  r o u n d e d  u p  m o r e  t h a n  two h u n d r e d  
Serbs ,  a n d  S e r b  h o m e s  a n d  bus inesses  h a d  b e e n  b u r n e d  d o w n  a n d  
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d e m o l i s h e d .  "Tel l  everything s o  t h a t  j u s t  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  c o m e  t o  
h a r m , "  P r i n c i p  t o l d  Grabez .  M e h m e d b a s i c  escaped  t o  M o n t e n e g r o ,  
b u t  t h e  o t h e r  c o n s p i r a t o r s  were  s o o n  caugh t .  

U n d e r  A u s t r i a n  law, a n y o n e  aged  e i g h t e e n  a n d  u n d e r  c o u l d  n o t  
b e  executed.  P r i n c i p ,  Cabr inov ic ,  a n d  Grabez  received t h e  m a x i m u r  
twenty  years'  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  Cubr i lov ic  a n d  Popovic  s ix teen  a n d  th i i  
t e e n  years,  respectively. Il ic,  b e i n g  slightly o lder ,  was s e n t e n c e d  t o  h< 
a l o n g  w i t h  two o t h e r  m e n  w h o  h a d  h e l p e d  smuggle  t h e  w e a p o n s  i n t o  
B o s n i a  a n d  two peasan ts  w h o  h a d  assisted a l o n g  t h e  way, b u t  t h e i r  se: 
t ences  were  l a t e r  c o m m u t e d  t o  l i fe  i m p r i s o n m e n t .  B y  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  
A u s t r i a n s  a n d  t h e  t enac ious  Serbs  were  c lash ing  a l o n g  t h e  b o r d e r ,  t b  
G e r m a n s  were  c los ing  i n  o n  Paris ,  a n d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m e n  h a d  a l read  
d i e d  across E u r o p e .  
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